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What are altmetrics?
The volume and nature of 
attention that research receives 
online.
How often are people talking, 




Lots of speculation, little evidence
Our studies
Academic Librarians
• 150 Carnegie-classified “R1” institutions
• 13,436 librarians
• 707 respondents (5.3% response rate)
Library and Information Science Faculty
• 55 ALA accredited LIS programs
• 2,312 faculty members



















Job Title - Librarians (n=659)
Regular duties (librarians) (n=509)









Years on the job
Less than one year
0%
1 - 5 years
18%
6 - 10 years
22%
11 - 20 years
25%
More than 20 years
35%
LIBRARIANS (N=438)
Less than one year
6%
1 - 5 years
34%
6 - 10 years
22%
11 - 20 years
20%





















Which of the categories below best describes your 
separate full time position? (n=26)
Familiarity with metrics:
How do librarians and faculty compare?
• Overall
• Tenure track vs. non tenure track
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5 = I’m an expert
1 2 3 4 5
Librarians (n=381) 11.5% 8.8% 22.1% 44.2% 13.3%
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1 2 3 4 5
LIS faculty familiarity with Journal Impact 
Factor
0 - 5 years of job
experience
6 - 10 years of job
experience
11 - 20 years of job
experience










1 2 3 4 5
LIS Faculty familiarity with citations
0 - 5 years of job
experience
6 - 10 years of job
experience
11 - 20 years of job
experience









1 2 3 4 5
Librarians' familiarity with citations
0 - 5 years of job
experience
6 - 10 years of job
experience
11 - 20 years of
job experience









1 2 3 4 5
Librarians' familiarity with Journal Impact 
Factor
0 - 5 years of job experience
6 - 10 years of job experience
11 - 20 years of job experience









1 2 3 4 5
Librarians' familiarity with usage counts
0 - 5 years of job
experience
6 - 10 years of job
experience
11 - 20 years of job
experience








1 2 3 4 5
Librarians' familiarity with altmetrics
0 - 5 years of job
experience
6 - 10 years of job
experience
11 - 20 years of
job experience










1 2 3 4 5
LIS Faculty familiarity with usage counts
0 - 5 years of job
experience
6 - 10 years of job
experience
11 - 20 years of
job experience











1 2 3 4 5
LIS Faculty familiarity with altmetrics
0 - 5 years of job
experience
6 - 10 years of job
experience
11 - 20 years of
job experience
21 + years of job
experience
How are librarians and faculty using research 
impact metrics?
• In instruction and teaching
• Evidence for promotion and tenure
• To select a venue in which to publish

























Librarians: mentions during teaching





When teaching workshops or classes, 
how often do you address the 

























Use of metrics to support tenure and promotion
Librarians on tenure track









1 2 3 4 5
How often do faculty consider the following indicators of research 




















1 2 3 4 5
How often do faculty use the following indicators of research 























1 2 3 4 5
How often do librarians evaluate materials using the following indicators 
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Thanks for your interest in our ongoing 
research!
Questions?
